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remote part of the island, and all his notions are Boswell taken from the old world. Besides, Sir, there and his must always be a struggle between a father and son, ' while one aims at power and the other at independence." I said, I was afraid my father would force me to be a lawyer. JOHNSON. " Siz', you need not be afraid of his forcing you to be a laborious practising lawyer; that is not in his power. For as the proverb says, ' One man may lead a horse to the water, but twenty cannot make him drink.' He may be displeased that you are not what he wishes you to be; but that displeasure will not go far. If he insists only on your having as much law as is necessary for a man of property, and then endeavours to get you into Parliament, he is quite in the right."
He enlarged very convincingly upon the excellence of rhyme over blank verse in English poetry. I mentioned to him that Dr. Adam Smith, in his lectures upon composition, when I studied under him in the College of Glasgow, had maintained the same opinion strenuously, and I repeated some of his arguments. JOHNSON. " Sir, I was once in company with Smith, and we did not take to each other; but had I known that he loved rhyme as much as you tell me he does, I should have HUGGED him."
Talking of those who denied the truth of Christianity, he said, " It is always easy to be on the negative side. If a man were now to deny that there is salt upon the table, you could not reduce him to an absurdity. Come, let us try this a little further. I deny that Canada is taken, and I can support my denial by pretty good arguments. The